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Changes in culture, marriage, and marital roles
Introduction 
Culture has a great influence on various aspects of marriage. These can range from the perceptions of an individual towards marriage as well as their expectations in marriage. The dynamic nature of culture has influenced a great in various aspects of marriage. Culture is an aspect that extends beyond individual race or ethnic backgrounds to include individual beliefs as well as values that may be influenced by the various aspects of the society like religion and politics. Culture can have a great influence on perception towards sexual orientations, sexuality, or individual perceptions on rights and responsibilities in marriage based on gender. Some communities have well distinct roles for individuals based on their gender and sex.
Culture and marriage 
 As individuals from different cultures interact, these perceptions towards marriage are likely to be greatly shared while other beliefs are abandoned. With the change in culture over the years, there has been a great change in marriage and the marital roles allowing the family to take a different shape compared to before. The role played by the family has also changed as marriages between people from different backgrounds have increased. There are various changes in marriage and family like the family size as well as marital roles which can be attributed to the change of culture over the years. Most of these changes have greatly influenced a decline in the American family based on various aspects (May, Elaine Tyler, 123). 
The size of the American family has greatly changed over the years. The number of children in a family has specifically been on the decline. Although the number of children in a family does not influence the value of the family, there are various changes that have taken place based on the number of children that families chose to have. The decline in the number of children in a family from before has been associated with the parent's desire to have fewer children who they can afford to give a better life. 
Marital roles and marriage 
Marital roles have also changed significantly over the years, influencing a great change in the environment that an individual grows up in. Some of the major elements found in the early families like the nuclear families have been greatly altered. The role of the husband and wife in marriage as part of the traditional culture has greatly changed. From the traditional nuclear family, the wife was expected to be a full-time housewife while the husbands were considered as the breadwinners. 
Statistics from 190 showed that 42% of all families had the man as the only breadwinner. In recent years, this portion has virtually been dropped with many people believing that two paychecks can help in raising a better family. The labor market has also greatly changed based on who is accepted. The labor market in the 1960s did not favor the return of mothers after childbirth. The labor market has now changed with the increase in the number of mothers with young children in the workplace compared to the 19% rate of acceptance for married women raising young children in the labor market. 
 A 38% increase in the number of married women in the labor market, working full-time was witnessed from 1960 and 1990. As the participation among married women has increased in the labor market over the years, a significant drop of the elderly men in the labor market has also been witnessed. Women in the labor market greatly changed the role of women in the family. Women play numerous roles in the current family compared to the traditional nuclear family where women were expected to be full-time housewives. 
Structure of the family 
The traditional family structure based on the role of men and women has also changed significantly. The modern structure of the family has adopted various characteristics which never existed in the traditional nuclear family. Two natural parents staying together was the basic component of a family. Marital dissolution has also become a common phenomenon in marriages. In 1960, 88% of all children stayed with their two natural parents with both parents having only been married once. 
Divorce in modern families is no longer a new phenomenon. There has been an increasing number of marriage dissolutions over the years for various reasons. This has influenced the rise of the single-parent family as one of the fastest-growing types of families in the country. Over 90% of the single families are headed by women. This is greatly different from the traditional aspect of the family where the men were always expected to be the traditional head of the family. In the 1960s, the number of children living with a lone parent was also very low. 
The growth in the rate of acceptance in divorce has greatly increased the number of single-parent families. the traditional American culture has a negative attitude and perception towards divorce. In many countries, divorce has also been regarded as a failure contributed by the weaknesses of the spouses. The traditional society also viewed divorce as a failure in fulfilling societal roles or even a lack of effort from the couples in protecting their marriage. The culture of individualism has greatly developed over the years influencing a change in this perception. Based on the individualism culture, divorce is majorly a factor of incompatibility between the partners or differences which are irreconcilable. The significant effort employed in the past to promote a successful marriage and staying together is no longer employed. Communication among married partners is also considered to be a key issue. Partners fail to communicate their expectations in marriage which may end up resulting to divorce (Bradley, 189). Over the years, society seems to consider divorce a common phenomenon that is accepted unlike before. The blame on separated couples from society has also decreased. The significant increase in the divorce trends has also led to an increase in the number of single-parent families over the years. 
The probability of a marriage ending in divorce has also become a common factor. The probability of a marriage involving white females ending in divorce had greatly increased from 20% to 45% between 1960 and the 1980s. The probability of marriage dissolution in modern society has reached over 60%. Due to this factor, marriage has taken a whole lot of a new structure as new types of families are being introduced. Single-parent families are not only attributed to divorce. Some families also start without the presence of the father, with the child being born outside the wedlock. 

Change in marriage and its role 
The culture associated with marriage as an institution has also changed greatly. Many people are retreating or refraining from involvement in marriage. There has been a steep decline in the role of marriage as an institution in the years.  Marriage has been postponed by many while the median age of marriage has greatly increased. Many people get involved in marriage in their late 20s or above the age of 30. The wait to a late age before marriage is associated with a low possibility of the marriage ending in divorce. Individuals with a higher average age in marriage are also less likely to end up resolving the marriage. The trend following the increase in the number of people who choose not to get married is also expected to continue or increase in the future.
The change in individual perceptions and attitudes towards marriage is one of the factors which have contributed greatly to the change in the structure of the family. The traditional nuclear family included well-defined roles and responsibilities for the husband and wife in a marriage. The man was considered as the breadwinner in the traditional family while the woman was expected to undertake the duties of a housewife. The traditional society also expected the man to play the larger role in providing security and sustenance to their families while women undertake home responsibilities like caring for children. These perceptions are not held in the modern family anymore. The roles in the modern family are greatly shared with increased women's involvement in the job market. Society also does not put much significance on gender roles relating to marriage. Just like men, women also take part in providing for the family, while men can also be involved in taking care of the children. The change in social culture regarding these roles and responsibilities of each individual has influenced a decrease in the level of involvement in marriage. It can also be associated with an increase in the number of divorce cases and lone-parent families. 
Conclusion 
Culture encompasses numerous aspects including beliefs, perceptions as well as the values of the society. These aspects of culture have played a role in shaping marriage over the years with various expectations of people and society regarding marriage. Culture has however been dynamic. Marriage a taken a new shape with significant differences in modern families compared to the past. Roles are shared in families while in other families like single-parent, the roles are undertaken by only one parent. Individual choices have also played a role in determining the shape that marriage has taken in recent years. Some of the single-parent families, for instance, start with a single parent while others are influenced by the divorce of married couples. Society acceptance of divorce has also increased as it becomes a common phenomenon in marriage. The traditional perceptions regarding divorce such as failure due to individual flaws are no longer considered valid. research relating to factors that contribute to divorce has highlighted that numerous factors which can contribute to divorce. The multiple factors relating to divorce have contributed to an increase in the rate of divorce in many marriages. 
Marriage has also changed in terms of the roles and responsibilities of each individual in the family. The roles played by partners in the traditional nuclear family were well defined. The current family in America adopts a completely different structure. the expectations of the people getting into marriage have also changed as the expectations of society regarding marriage have also been changing. The change in marriage and family structure as the culture of the society shows that marriage has been a major aspect of culture. Culture also played a major role in the traditional nuclear family in defining the roles of each individual in marriage. As these roles are no greatly observed, marriage and family have all taken a new structure. 
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